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hold that these were composed before 2000 B. G. The famous Mr. Tilak
of Poona has shown that the Vedas must be at least 10,000 years old.1
The main thing that distinguishes the Hindus is their belief that the Brahman
or oversoul is all-pervading. What we all have to attain is moksha or libera-
tion, moksha here meaning freeing oneself from the evil of birth and death
and merging in the Brahman. Humility and even-mindedness are the
chief qualities of their ethics; while caste reigns supreme in their temporal
affairs.
The Hindu religion underwent its first trial on the advent of Lord
Buddha. The Buddha was himself the son of a [king2]. He is said to have
been born before 600 B, C. At that time the Hindus were under the glamour
of the outward form of their religion, and the Brahmins had, out of selfish-
ness, abandoned their true function of defending the Hindu faith. Lord
Buddha was moved to pity when he saw his religion reduced to such a
plight. He renounced the world and started doing penance. He spent
several years in devout contemplation and ultimately suggested some
reform in the Hindu religion. His piety greatly affected the minds of the
Brahmins, and the killing of animals for sacrifice was stopped to a great
extent. It cannot, therefore, be said that the Buddha founded a new
or different religion. But those who came after him gave his teachings the
identity of a separate religion. King Ashoka the Great sent missionaries to
different lands for the propagation of Buddhism, and spread that religion
in Ceylon, China, Burma and other countries. A distinctive beauty of
Hinduism was revealed during this process: no one was converted to
Buddhism by force. People's minds were sought to be influenced only
by discussion and argument and mainly by the very pure conduct of the
preachers themselves. It may be said that, in India at any rate, Hindu-
ism and Buddhism were but one, and that even to-day the fundamental
principles of both are identical.
THE BIRTH OF PROPHET MAHOMED
We have seen that Buddhism had a salutary effect on Hinduism,
that the champions of the latter were aroused by its impact. A thousand
years ago, the Hindu religion came under another influence more profound.
Hazrat Mahomed was born 1300 years ago. He saw moral anarchy ram-
pant in Arabia. Judaism was struggling for survival; Christianity was not
able to gain a foothold in the land; and the people were given to licence
and self-indulgence. Mahomed felt all this to be improper. It caused
him mental agony; and in the name of God, he determined to make them
realise their miserable condition. His feeling was so intense that he was
able immediately to impress the people around him with his fervour, and
Islam spread very rapidly. Zeal or passion, then, is a great speciality, a
mighty force, of Islam. It has been the cause of many good deeds, and
1  In The Arctic Home in the Vedas.
2  The original has "emperor",